An analysis of abnormal cervical smears at Dunedin Hospital 1963-82.
Analysis of the abnormal cervical smears seen in the Dunedin Hospital during the 20 year period 1963-82 showed a significant increase in abnormal smears in patients 34 years of age and younger during 1978-82. There were also a number of abnormal smears seen in teenagers; indicating early onset of sexual activity. The increase in abnormal smears is expected to continue; especially in the younger subjects and a one yearly screening programme for all sexually active females is advocated. The possible role of the human papilloma virus in cervical neoplasia is discussed.